
 
 

 

 

 
 

Joint Declaration by the Four Motors for Europe on the 

Industrial Accelerator Act (IAA) 

The Four Motors for Europe – Auvergne-Rhône-Alpes, Baden-Württemberg, Catalonia and 

Lombardy – support in principle the objectives of the European Commission’s Industrial 

Accelerator Act (IAA), presented on 4th March 2026, as a key instrument towards 

strengthening Europe’s industrial competitiveness and accelerating decarbonisation. As 

regions with deep-rooted industrial ecosystems and leading research and innovation 

capacities, the Four Motors are committed to actively contributing to its success. 

The objectives of the Industrial Accelerator Act can only be achieved through genuine 

multilevel governance. The proximity of regional authorities to industrial ecosystems, their 

understanding of territorial needs and their key responsibilities in areas such as industrial 

development, environmental planning, public procurement, innovation, skills and investment 

attraction make them indispensable partners in its design, governance and implementation.  

Europe must reinforce its industrial capacity in strategic sectors. Support to European 

value chains in critical technologies and components where strategic dependencies remain 

high should be strengthened, with particular attention to semiconductors, energy systems, 

batteries, and digital-industrial technologies. These are cross-cutting dependencies that 

affect every sector covered by the IAA. 

Industrial manufacturing acceleration areas should primarily support territories 

undergoing industrial transformation, particularly regions with an established industrial 

base requiring decarbonisation to remain globally competitive, and those with strong 

capabilities across several strategic industries with existing and adequate infrastructure. 

Particular attention should be paid to territories that can demonstrate capacity to attract, 

retain and reskill talent linked to those strategic industries — a dimension in which the Four 

Motors, with their combined network of universities, vocational training systems and research 

and innovation clusters, offer recognised European benchmarks.  

It is essential to ensure coherence between the IAA and existing European instruments, 

including the Innovation Fund, IPCEIs and the Connecting Europe Facility. A stronger 

alignment between the Multiannual Financial Framework and all relevant European 

programmes, -especially the upcoming European Competitiveness Fund- is essential to 

support coordinated investment in industrial, energy, transport and digital infrastructure. 

Access to European funding should be simplified and administrative duplication reduced 

through better integration of European, national and regional instruments.  

 

 



 
 

 

 

 
 

SME participation in the industrial transformation must equally be strengthened. The IAA, 

together with other European policies, must better recognise the strategic role of SMEs by 

simplifying administrative procedures and avoiding disproportionate regulatory and 

compliance burdens that could undermine their capacity to innovate, scale up and compete. 

The Four Motors for Europe reaffirm their commitment to a European industrial policy that 

combines competitiveness, climate neutrality, knowledge-based innovation and 

territorial cohesion. Regions are not merely implementers of industrial policy — they are 

co-architects of the ecosystems on which Europe's industrial future depends.  IAA's success 

will be measured not only by the speed of its deployment, but by its capacity to generate 

lasting industrial value across Europe's territories, in a manner consistent with the principles 

of cohesion, solidarity and shared sovereignty that define the European project. 

 


