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1. General Introduction to the Catalan Presidency
of the Four Motors for Europe

The Catalan Presidency of the Four Motors for Europe has taken place in a context of
deep global uncertainty and profound transformation, where geopolitical tensions,
economic fragmentation and accelerating technological and climate transitions are
redefining the foundations of our societies. What Europe is experiencing is not a
temporary disruption, but a structural shift with direct implications for its economic and
social model.

In this context, the European Union is facing a series of highly consequential and
interlinked debates that will shape its future trajectory. The ongoing discussions on the
Multiannual Financial Framework 2028—-2034, the evolution of European industrial
policy, the strengthening of strategic autonomy, and the implementation of new
regulatory and investment frameworks accelerate industrial transformation reflect the
scale and urgency of the challenges ahead.

These debates will determine Europe’s capacity to remain competitive, ensure
cohesion and deliver prosperity across all its territories. At stake is the European
Union’s ability to respond effectively to global competition while preserving the values
that define it.

It is within this demanding context that the Catalan Presidency defined its guiding
ambition under the title The Compass Motors: the regions’ contribution to the debate on
the future economic and social model of Europe. This vision reflects the conviction that
regions—particularly those with strong industrial, technological and innovation
ecosystems—are not only affected by these transformations but must also play a role
in shaping the European response.

Throughout the presidency, the four partner regions—Catalonia, Baden-
Wiirttemberg, Auvergne-Rhéne-Alpes and Lombardy—have reaffirmed their
commitment to collective action, dialogue and sustained cooperation. Despite
differing political perspectives, the Four Motors for Europe have worked with the shared
understanding that common challenges require common responses, demonstrating
that cooperation is not only possible amid diversity but also necessary in an
increasingly complex international environment.

As some of the most advanced and dynamic regions in Europe, the Four Motors for
Europe have actively contributed to key European debates, promoting coordinated
political positions and engaging directly with European institutions on strategic issues
related to competitiveness, industrial transformation, territorial cooperation and the
green transition. At the core of this joint action lies a clear principle: competitiveness
and cohesion must advance together. Economic strength cannot come at the expense
of territorial balance or social inclusion; rather, it must reinforce them.

At the same time, the presidency has been marked by a high level of activity across all
the thematic Working Groups, which have developed and implemented concrete
initiatives, exchanges and joint projects aligned with the shared strategic priorities of
the network. These actions illustrate the capacity of the Four Motors for Europe to
translate political ambition into practical cooperation and tangible outcomes.

Particular emphasis has also been placed on strengthening the internal governance
and long-term strategic orientation of the network. In this regard, the Catalan



Presidency initiated the drafting of the Multiannual Strategic Roadmap 2026-2030,
conceived as a shared framework to guide future cooperation among the four regions
and ensure greater continuity beyond rotating presidencies. More broadly, the
Roadmap seeks to increase the level of ambition of the Four Motors for Europe by
establishing the conditions for more far-reaching and transformative initiatives, ones
that can span, when necessary, successive presidencies. The Catalan Presidency is
persuaded that this shift towards a more strategic, structured and forward-looking
model of interregional cooperation will strengthen our capacity to generate greater
political and operational impact at European level.

Beyond institutional cooperation, the presidency has also promoted stronger
engagement with non-governmental stakeholders—including social partners, academic
institutions and professional networks—reflecting a shared determination to keep this
cooperation dynamic, relevant and connected to Europe’s economic and social
realities.

Overall, the Catalan Presidency has reaffirmed the role of the Four Motors for
Europe as a network capable of combining strategic vision, political engagement
and operational cooperation, reinforcing the role of regions not only as implementers
of European priorities, but as active contributors to the future direction of the European
project.



2. The voice of the Four Motors for Europe

During the Catalan Presidency, the Four Motors for Europe have undertaken a set of
coordinated political actions to contribute to key European debates and to engage
directly with EU institutions. In a context marked by major European debates and
geopolitical tensions, the partner regions have acted jointly to promote common
positions and reinforce their collective influence. This joint approach has enabled
the Four Motors for Europe to position themselves as a credible and coordinated voice,
ensuring that the role of regions in shaping the future of Europe, particularly in areas of
strategic importance for its economic and social model, is acknowledged.

These political actions are illustrated by the following key initiatives:
Joint declaration in response to global trade tensions
11 April 2025 — Varese (ltaly)

During the handover ceremony of the Four Motors for Europe presidency in Varese,
the Governments of Catalonia, Baden-Wirttemberg, Auvergne-Rhéne-Alpes and
Lombardy adopted a joint declaration in response to rising global trade tensions.
Proposed by the Government of Catalonia, this initiative marked the first official act of
the Catalan Presidency, signalling a clear and coordinated political position in a
context of growing geopolitical and trade tensions.

The declaration rejected the tariff measures announced at a global level, describing
them as “unjustifiable and damaging” and warning of their potential impact on open and
balanced economic relations. It called for renewed dialogue and negotiation, as well as
for a firm, joint and coordinated response from the European Union and its Member
States.

The adoption of the declaration took place at the official handover of the presidency to
Salvador llla, President of the Government of Catalonia, who underlined the need for
Europe to act with determination in the face of external pressures and to strengthen its
capacity to respond collectively to global challenges.

In this context, the declaration also reaffirmed the importance of preserving and
promoting European values, including social cohesion, equality and shared prosperity,
as key elements of the European project.

Beyond its immediate context, the initiative contributed directly to one of the central
objectives of the Catalan Presidency: strengthening the presence and influence of the
Four Motors for Europe in European debates and decision-making processes. As the
first political action of the mandate, it set the basis for a presidency oriented towards
active engagement, coordinated positioning and a stronger role for regions in
shaping Europe’s future.

(see_Annex 1 — full declaration available_here)



Participants at the handover ceremony of the Four Motors for Europe presidency, Varese (lItaly),
11 April 2025.

Joint positions on the future EU budget and European Territorial Cooperation
3 July 2025 — Brussels (Belgium)

During the Catalan Presidency of the Four Motors for Europe, the partner regions
adopted and jointly presented two key political positions to the European Commission,
addressing the future of the European Union’s budget and the role of European
Territorial Cooperation. With this initiative, the network reaffirmed its commitment to
actively contributing to the shaping of key EU policies from a regional perspective.

The Joint Declaration on the Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) 2028-2034
sets out a comprehensive vision for a more strategic, flexible and territorially anchored
EU budget, placing regions at the centre of its design, implementation and evaluation.
It includes a dedicated section on Cohesion Policy, framing it as a strategic investment
to reduce disparities and strengthen competitiveness. In addition, it puts forward
specific proposals across four thematic pillars identified as priorities by the Four Motors
for Europe:: innovation in advanced technologies; decarbonisation to compete;
strategic autonomy and resilience; and an inclusive economy focused on talent, decent
work and equal opportunities.

In parallel, the Position Paper on the importance and future of European
Territorial Cooperation underscores the strategic value of Interreg programmes as
key instruments for promoting cohesion, innovation and cross-border cooperation
among regions. It raises concerns about the risks of recentralising EU funds in the
post-2027 financial framework and calls for maintaining a decentralised and regionally
driven approach as a core principle of European cooperation.

These positions were formally presented on 3 July 2025 in Brussels during meetings
with several Directorates-General of the European Commission by a joint delegation



composed of Jaume Duch, Minister for the European Union and Foreign Action of the
Government of Catalonia; Florian HalRler, State Secretary for Political Coordination and
European Affairs of the State Ministry of Baden-Wirttemberg; Raffaele Cattaneo,
Undersecretary to the Presidency of the Lombardy Region for International and
European Relations; and Antoine Le Roux, Deputy Director-General responsible for
Economy, Higher Education, Innovation, Training and International Relations of the
Auvergne-Rhone-Alpes Region.

The exchanges with European Commission officials were described as constructive
and fruitful, contributing to ensuring that regional perspectives are duly reflected in
ongoing EU policy discussions.

Beyond their immediate policy relevance, these joint positions reinforced one of the
central objectives of the Catalan Presidency: to strengthen the presence and
influence of the Four Motors for Europe in European decision-making processes.
By articulating shared proposals on key strategic files, the regions demonstrated their
capacity to act collectively and shape the future of Europe.

This initiative also built on the contributions of the relevant thematic Working Groups,
supporting the preparation and consolidation of the Four Motors for Europe's’ common
positions.

(see Annex 2 and Annex 3 — full documents available here)
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Presentation of the joint positions by representatives of the Four Motors for Europe in Brussels,
3 July 2025.

High-level debate on cohesion and competitiveness with Enrico Letta
15 October 2025 — Brussels (Belgium)

During the European Week of Regions and Cities, the Four Motors for Europe held a
high-level debate with Enrico Letta, author of the report Much More Than a Market and
former Prime Minister of Italy, on how cohesion and competitiveness can guide



Europe’s future. The discussion was moderated by Ester Borras, Delegate of the
Government of Catalonia to the European Union.

The event was opened by Jaume Duch, Minister for European Union and Foreign
Action of the Government of Catalonia, who framed the debate within the current
European context and underlined that competitiveness and cohesion must
advance together. He emphasised the role of regions as co-creators of the European
project and linked the discussion to the ongoing negotiations on the Multiannual
Financial Framework (MFF) 2028—-2034.

In his keynote speech, Enrico Letta highlighted the strategic importance of reinforcing
Europe’s capacity to act amid growing uncertainty, calling for renewed ambition in
investment, industrial policy and the functioning of the Single Market. He reiterated his
proposal to introduce a “Fifth Freedom” centred on knowledge, research and
innovation, and stressed the need to ensure both mobility and the “freedom to stay”,
through investment in public services, housing and territorial equality.

The debate was structured around four thematic blocks introduced by the Four Motors
for Europe, with contributions from representatives of Baden-Wirttemberg, Auvergne-
Rhéne-Alpes and Lombardy, addressing key issues related to cohesion policy,
innovation, decarbonisation and inclusive growth.

In the closing remarks, Jaume Duch highlighted the need to strengthen cooperation in
research and innovation, address social challenges such as housing, and promote a
model of inclusive competitiveness.

This initiative contributed to reinforcing the role of the Four Motors for Europe as a
coordinated and credible voice in European debates, particularly in relation to the
balance between competitiveness and cohesion in the future development of the
European Union.

"‘il"‘ Generalitat
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High-level debate with Enrico Letta during the European Week of Regions and Cities, Brussels,
15 October 2025



3. Strengthening internal Governance and Shaping
a Shared Roadmap

During the Catalan Presidency, particular emphasis was placed on strengthening
the internal governance of the Four Motors for Europe and reinforcing the
conditions for more structured and effective interregional cooperation. In a context
marked by profound economic, technological and geopolitical transformations in
Europe, this effort aimed to ensure greater coherence, continuity and collective
impact across the network’s activities.

The Presidency worked to revitalise the role of the thematic Working Groups and
enhance coordination among the partner regions, while promoting a transversal and
strategic approach to cooperation. This included reinforcing existing areas of
collaboration and encouraging exchanges across policy domains, in order to better
align the work of the network with shared European priorities on competitiveness,
innovation and cohesion.

In this context, and building on the Work Programme of the Catalan Presidency, the
Four Motors for Europe launched a process to develop a Multiannual Strategic
Roadmap 2026—-2030, conceived as a common framework to guide the network’s
activities over the medium term. The initiative responded to the need to ensure
continuity beyond rotating presidencies, strengthen synergies among regions and
reinforce the collective capacity of the Four Motors for Europe to contribute to
European policy debates while increasing the level of ambition and strategic impact
of the network.

Structured around a set of shared strategic priorities, the Roadmap aims to define a
focused framework for cooperation, articulated through strategic objectives and
flagship initiatives, while maintaining the flexibility required by the network’s
governance model.

The preparation of the Roadmap was formally launched during a meeting of all the
Working Groups in Brussels on 13 October 2025, which marked a key milestone in
the process. The meeting combined plenary discussions on the overall structure,
objectives and timeline with parallel sessions for each working group, enabling the
identification of priorities, common challenges and cross-cutting themes for future
cooperation.

Under the Catalan Presidency, the Four Motors for Europe have significantly
advanced the development of this shared strategic framework, consolidating
contributions from the different regions and Working Groups. The Multiannual
Strategic Roadmap 2026—-2030 is to be presented at the handover of the Presidency
in June 2026, reflecting a collective effort to strengthen the long-term orientation of
the network.

Beyond its operational dimension, the Roadmap represents a qualitative step forward
in the evolution of the Four Motors for Europe, contributing to a more structured,
strategic and forward-looking cooperation model, and reinforcing the role of the
network as a coordinated and credible voice in European debates.
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In this regard, the Roadmap constitutes one of the main structural legacies of the
Catalan Presidency, providing the Four Motors for Europe with a shared strategic
direction and reinforcing their capacity to act collectively in the European arena.

Participants at the meeting of the Four Motors for Europe Working Groups launching
the Multiannual Strategic Roadmap 2026-2030. Brussels (Belgium), 13 October 2025.
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4. Main Achievements of the Working Groups

As outlined in the Work Programme of the Catalan Presidency, the activities of the
Four Motors for Europe during 2025-2026 were structured around a central thematic
focus — “The Compass Motors: the regions’ contribution to the debate on the
future economic and social model of Europe”. This approach, aligned with the
European Commission’s Competitiveness Compass and broader European strategic
priorities, provided a coherent framework to guide the Presidency’s political and
operational agenda.

Within this framework, the Catalan Presidency defined four strategic blocks, each
encompassing specific lines of action and initiatives aimed at strengthening the
contribution of the Four Motors for Europe to key European debates. These blocks—
leading innovation in advanced technologies; decarbonisation to compete;
gaining strategic autonomy, safety and resilience; and towards an inclusive
economy: talent, decent work and equal opportunities—reflect a shared vision of
Europe’s future, combining competitiveness, sustainability and social cohesion.

Building on the work of the thematic Working Groups and on areas of strategic interest
common to the four regions—including health innovation, sustainable transport,
cybersecurity, dual-use technologies, sustainable tourism and housing—the presidency
sought to translate this framework into concrete actions, reinforcing both interregional
cooperation and the collective presence of the Four Motors for Europe at European
level.

The following section outlines the main actions implemented for each strategic block
during the Catalan Presidency, reflecting the practical delivery of these priorities and
their contribution to the network’s overall objectives.

o |l
s ™

VIER MOTOREN FUR EUROPA
GUATRE MOTORS PER A EUROPA
GUATTRO MOTOR! PER LEUROPA

President of the Government of Catalonia, Salvador llla, during the handover ceremony
of the Four Motors for Europe presidency. Varese (Italy), 11 April 2025.
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4.1. Leading innovation in advanced technologies

In a context of accelerating technological change and growing global competition,
advanced technologies have become increasingly important for Europe’s
competitiveness, innovation capacity and strategic autonomy. In this field, regions play
a key role by connecting research, industrial ecosystems and innovation actors.

During the Catalan Presidency, the Four Motors for Europe have promoted initial steps
to strengthen interregional cooperation in strategic technological areas, with particular
attention to semiconductors and to the alignment of research and innovation priorities
among the partner regions.

The following actions illustrate how this priority has begun to be translated into
concrete cooperation initiatives.

Meeting of the Four Motors for Europe semiconductors subgroup
7 November 2025 - Economy Working Group

During the Catalan Presidency, the Four Motors for Europe advanced cooperation in
the field of semiconductors, recognising this sector as strategic for European
competitiveness, technological sovereignty and industrial resilience.

In this context, the first meeting of the semiconductors subgroup of the Four Motors for
Europe was held on 7 November 2025 in Barcelona, as a side event of the Europe
Semiconductor Regions Alliance (ESRA) Assembly. The meeting brought together
representatives from the four partner regions—Catalonia, Baden-Wirttemberg,
Auvergne-Rhone-Alpes and Lombardy—as well as associated regions, including
Flanders and Wales, reflecting an expanded and increasingly structured cooperation
framework.

This meeting marked a key milestone in the consolidation of a dedicated interregional
dialogue on semiconductors, providing a platform to exchange views on shared
challenges and identify opportunities for collaboration across the value chain.
Discussions focused on key areas such as industrial capacity, access to funding,
infrastructure development, talent attraction and skills, and technology transfer, in line
with broader European priorities.

The initiative builds on earlier exchanges promoted under the Catalan Presidency,
including the thematic meeting held on 5 June 2025, which initiated reflections on
potential collaboration avenues among the Four Motors for Europe regions. Together,
these steps have contributed to structuring a common approach to semiconductor
cooperation, reinforcing the role of regions as key actors in the implementation of
European industrial and innovation policies.

As a result of the meeting, participants agreed to continue working towards coordinated
actions and future joint initiatives, including further meetings and potential participation
in European projects. This process represents an important step towards strengthening
interregional cooperation in a sector that is critical for Europe’s strategic autonomy.

13



Participants at the Four Motors for Europe semiconductors subgroup meeting held within
the framework of the ESRA Assembly. Barcelona, 7 November 2025.

Strengthening interregional cooperation on research and innovation in
advanced technologies

May 2025 - April 2026
Research and Higher Education Working Group

During the Catalan Presidency, the Research and Higher Education Working Group
has worked towards a more structured approach to interregional cooperation in
research and innovation in advanced technologies, focusing on identifying common
priority areas for joint action across the four regions.

Building on the experience initiated under the Baden-Wurttemberg Presidency
—rparticularly in the field of artificial intelligence through targeted exchanges and
workshops—the partner regions explored its extension to other technological domains.

Regular coordination meetings held throughout 2025 and 2026 enabled the four
regions to progressively align their research and innovation priorities and to define
concrete areas for cooperation, with a focus on domains where collaboration can
generate added value in terms of scientific excellence, transfer of knowledge and
innovation capacity.

As a result, several key areas have been identified as priorities for future
cooperation, including artificial intelligence, decarbonisation-related technologies,
water-related challenges and New Space, reflecting both the strengths of the regional
ecosystems and their relevance in addressing major European and global challenges.

In addition, particular attention has been given to cross-cutting issues such as research
security and dual-use technologies, which are increasingly relevant for academic and
research institutions operating in strategic and sensitive technological fields.

These priority domains will form the basis for the development of a series of high-level
thematic seminars (Knowledge Transfer Seminars) in the following years, designed to
foster knowledge exchange and facilitate direct connections among research

14



organisations, universities and innovation actors, while creating the conditions for the
development of joint research and innovation initiatives and enhanced participation in
European programmes.

In parallel to this process, concrete steps have already been taken to translate this
alignment into joint action. In particular, three project proposals involving entities from
the four regions have been submitted under Horizon Europe, the European Union’s
framework programme for research and innovation.

Four Motors for Europe Programme for R&l Managers’ Mobility and Exchange

October 2025 - April 2026
Research and Higher Education Working Group

Research and innovation (R&l) managers, project officers and technology transfer
professionals play a key role in enabling the development and scaling of advanced and
deep tech projects, by facilitating access to competitive funding, supporting project
design and ensuring the effective valorisation of research results. Their importance is
increasingly recognised at European level, particularly within the European Research
Area (ERA), where the professionalisation of research management is considered
essential to strengthen excellence, collaboration and impact in strategic technological
domains.

In this context, during the Catalan Presidency, the Research and Higher Education
Working Group has reflected on how to strengthen the role and capacities of R&l
management professionals across the Four Motors for Europe's regions, with a
particular focus on their contribution to deep tech cooperation and participation in R&l
European programmes.

This work has led to the definition of a potential pilot initiative based on short-term
exchanges, secondments and study visits among institutions in the four regions, aimed
at fostering mutual learning, improving project management practices and
strengthening interregional collaboration. To support its implementation, the regions
have explored European funding opportunities under programmes such as Erasmus+,
Interreg Europe, Horizon Europe and initiatives of the Joint Research Centre. While
some instruments under the current Multiannual Financial Framework (2021-2027) are
reaching their final phase and present limited open calls, upcoming opportunities in the
next programming period are expected to provide a favourable framework for
deployment.

This pilot initiative is expected to become a key action within the Four Motors for
Europe Strategic Roadmap 2026—2030, contributing to the consolidation of a more
connected and professionalised R&I management community, enhancing participation
in European programmes and supporting the development of joint deep tech projects. It
also represents a strategic opportunity to simultaneously strengthen cooperation
in advanced technologies and reinforce talent development and capacity-
building across the Four Motors for Europe regions.
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Interregional cooperation on biomanufacturing and health innovation

October 2025 - April 2026
Health Working Group

In parallel to other advanced technology priorities, the Catalan Presidency promoted
initial interregional cooperation in the field of biomanufacturing and health innovation,
recognising its strategic relevance for Europe’s competitiveness, industrial resilience
and health sovereignty. Led by Biocat, on behalf of the Government of Catalonia’s
Ministry of Health, this work was initiated through several exchanges from October
2025 and an interregional meeting held on 8 January 2026, organised by Catalonia
(Biocat), which brought together representatives from Baden-Wirttemberg (BIOPRO),
Auvergne-Rhdne-Alpes and Lombardy to present regional activities, exchange views
on ecosystem capacities and identify common challenges related to industrial scale-up,
talent and governance.

Building on this exchange, Biocat organised an internal Four Motors for Europe
workshop to map regional biomanufacturing capacities and deepen technical
cooperation; the preparatory work reinforced interregional dialogue and provided
insights into some of the Four Motors for Europe's landscapes in that industrial sector.
The information gathering led by Biocat facilitated the identification of the partners to
involve, as well as subsequent policy-level discussions and a path for future
collaborations. These efforts converged at the European level with the symposium
organised by Baden-Wirttemberg in Brussels on 15 April 2026, in which Catalonia,
represented by Biocat, contributed to the discussions on the EU Biotech Act and the
role of regions in translating European biotechnology and health innovation
strategies into concrete ecosystem development.

4.2. Decarbonisation to compete

Decarbonisation is a central challenge for Europe’s future, intricately linked to industrial
competitiveness, strategic autonomy and sustainable growth. In a context of an
accelerating climate transition and global competition, ensuring that the shift towards
climate neutrality reinforces Europe’s industrial base and reduces strategic
dependencies is essential.

During the Catalan Presidency, the Four Motors for Europe have actively contributed to
this agenda by promoting a balanced and region-driven approach to
decarbonisation, combining climate ambition with economic feasibility and reinforcing
the role of regions as key drivers of the green transition and industrial
transformation.

The following actions illustrate how these priorities have been translated into concrete
initiatives.

Four Motors for Europe Reverse Hydrogen Mission in Catalonia

12—13 November 2025
Environment Working Group / Research and Higher Education Working Group

The Four Motors for Europe carried out a Reverse Hydrogen Mission in Barcelona and
Tarragona under the Catalan Presidency, reinforcing interregional cooperation on
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renewable hydrogen as a key driver of decarbonisation, industrial transformation and
technological innovation.

The initiative was led by the Government of Catalonia’s Ministry for Research and
Universities, in collaboration with ACCIO—the Catalan Agency for Business
Competitiveness—and the Ministry for European Union and Foreign Action, bringing
together institutional and technical representatives, research organisations,
technology centres and companies from the four regions.

The institutional delegation was headed by Montserrat Pulido, Catalan Minister for
Research and Universities, alongside Florian Haller, State Secretary for Political and
European Coordination of Baden-Wirttemberg, and Antoine Le Roux, Deputy Director
General of Auvergne-Rhbéne-Alpes. Representatives from the Lombardy Region
presented their Regional Hydrogen Strategy, highlighting both the hydrogen
ecosystems initiative and ongoing hydrogen mobility projects, particularly in the railway
sector. Throughout the mission, participants underlined the strategic importance of
renewable hydrogen and the need to strengthen cooperation among European regions
to accelerate deployment.

The programme began with the Hydrogen Innovation Summit at the World Trade
Center Barcelona, which gathered stakeholders from public institutions, research
centres and industry. Discussions focused on regional hydrogen strategies, research
and innovation challenges, and industrial pathways for the deployment of clean
hydrogen.

The mission also included site visits to strategic infrastructures linked to Catalonia’s
Hydrogen Ecosystem, including the Port of Barcelona, the TMB hydrogen bus
facilities, Eurecat, ICIQ and Repsol’s industrial complex in Tarragona. These visits
provided first-hand insight into advances in hydrogen production, mobility solutions
and industrial applications, showcasing Catalonia’s role as a leading ecosystem in
hydrogen innovation.

Overall, the reverse mission reinforced the Four Motors for Europe’s commitment to
deepening interregional cooperation and advancing concrete, shared progress
towards a competitive, climate-neutral industrial transition, fully aligned with
European objectives on strategic autonomy and the energy transition.

=

Participants of the Four Motors for Europe Reverse Hydrogen Mission during the official visit.
Recinte Modernista de Sant Pau, Barcelona, 12 November 2025.
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Automotive regions call for stronger EU support for the industry’s transformation

1 October 2025
Electric and Hydrogen Mobility Working Group

During the Catalan Presidency, the Electric and Hydrogen Mobility Working Group
contributed to positioning the Four Motors for Europe as a key platform for joint
regional advocacy in the transformation of the automotive sector, in line with the
strategic priorities of decarbonisation, industrial competitiveness and strategic
autonomy.

At the Baden-Wirttemberg — EU Economic Summit in Brussels (1-2 October 2025),
the Four Motors for Europe—Baden-Warttemberg, Lombardy, Auvergne-Rhone-Alpes
and Catalonia—sent a clear joint political message: Europe’s leading automotive
regions must have a stronger voice in shaping EU industrial policy, warning that
overregulation must not put the brakes on innovation nor weaken Europe’s
competitiveness.

The meeting brought together high-level representatives from regional governments,
European institutions and industry to discuss how the European Union can better
support regions leading the transformation of the automotive industry. Under the
headline “Shaping the Shift — The Four Motors for Europe Driving Transformation in the
Automotive Sector”, the partner regions underlined their shared objective of securing
Europe’s industrial strength in a context of rapid technological change and evolving
global markets.

The Four Motors for Europe emphasised that Europe’s competitiveness depends on
the strength of its industrial regions, which are currently facing growing pressure from
global competition, trade uncertainties and fragile supply chains. In this context, they
stressed that the future Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) should invest more
directly in research, innovation and value creation, as the core drivers of Europe’s
industrial base.

They called for greater flexibility, technological openness and supportive regulatory
frameworks to ensure that the transformation of the automotive industry is driven by
innovation rather than constrained by regulation. The regions highlighted the fact
that future technologies, such as battery cells, semiconductors, smart software and
climate-neutral propulsion systems are emerging in regional industrial ecosystems,
and that EU policy must better support these industrial hubs.

In parallel, and as part of its regular activity, the Working Group also engaged in
industrial exchange and cooperation, notably through participation in the Battery Show
Stuttgart, where joint activities with companies and research actors helped to identify
collaboration opportunities and strengthen interregional connections in emerging
mobility value chains.

Overall, this action reinforced the role of the Four Motors for Europe as a unified voice
representing leading automotive regions and helping to shape European industrial
and decarbonisation policies in line with territorial needs.

18



Shap_ing the Shift - The Four M
Leadmg Transformation in the

Roundtable discussion during the Four Motors for Europe session on the transformation of the
automotive sector. Baden-Wiirttemberg — EU Economic Summit, Brussels, 1 October 2025.

Four Motors for Europe meeting on climate action and strategic autonomy
at COP30

10 November 2025

Environment Working Group

Catalonia and Baden-Wirttemberg held a bilateral side-meeting in the Mediterranean
Pavilion at COP30, bringing together senior representatives from both governments,
including the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Energy of Baden-Wirttemberg.
The meeting also illustrated how the Four Motors for Europe can serve as a flexible
platform for reinforced bilateral and multilateral cooperation on strategic issues of
shared interest.

The meeting focused on strengthening regional cooperation on climate mitigation,
industrial decarbonisation and the energy transition. Catalonia shared ongoing work on
carbon capture studies involving major industrial actors and underlined the importance of
requiring compensatory measures from fossil fuel companies. Baden-Wirttemberg
highlighted key challenges at the federal and European levels, including concerns around the
effectiveness of the EU Emissions Trading System (ETS1) and the need for a more
progressive implementation of ETS2. Both regions agreed on the strategic value of joint
regional advocacy in Brussels, particularly to promote the recognition of renewable fuels for
freight transport and to accelerate electrification.

The role of the Four Motors for Europe as a key platform for developing and presenting
joint regional positions to EU institutions was discussed. In this context, both parties
underlined the importance of reducing Europe’s dependency on fossil fuels from third
countries and advancing clean transport solutions as a way to strengthen European
strategic autonomy. Hydrogen was identified as a priority area, with Catalonia
presenting the Hydrogen Ecosystem initiative and its application in both industry and
transport.
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The discussion also addressed multilateral climate networks, notably the Under2 Coalition.

Both regions shared the view that, while the coalition is a powerful mitigation network, its

current scale limits its capacity to take coordinated positions. Baden-Wurttemberg
proposed the creation of a European working group within Under2 to enhance political
visibility and joint advocacy.

Finally, cooperation on capacity-building was explored, including a university specialisation

course on environmental quality and climate change, knowledge exchange on industrial

emissions, and support mechanisms for small and medium-sized enterprises. The meeting

reinforced political alignment and identified follow-up actions to deepen
interregional climate cooperation.

Participants during the Four Motors for Europe meeting on climate action and strategic

autonomy at COP30, with intervention from European stakeholders. Mediterranean Pavilion,
10 November 2025.

Workshop on the Industrial Emissions Directive 2.0: Challenges and
Opportunities in Catalonia

12 June 2026

Environment Working Group

The Industrial Emissions Directive 2.0 Workshop: Challenges and Opportunities in
Catalonia was a technical and policy-oriented event aimed at presenting the main
developments introduced by the revised Industrial Emissions Directive (IED 2.0) and
discussing its implementation at regional level. The amendment to the Directive
entered into force in August 2024 with the overarching objective of significantly
reducing industrial and livestock emissions across the European Union, thereby
minimising the impact of pollution on human health and the environment.

The workshop provided a platform for dialogue between European institutions,
national and regional authorities, and key industrial stakeholders. It focused on
the opportunities and challenges associated with the transition towards cleaner
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industrial production, enhanced environmental performance and greater regulatory
certainty, while safeguarding competitiveness and employment. In this context, the
event contributes directly to Catalonia’s strategic priorities on decarbonisation,
industrial transformation and resilience, highlighting the role of regions in delivering the
EU’s climate and environmental objectives.

A key contribution to the workshop was the intervention by the Lombardy Region,
represented by Mr Roberto Esposito, Middle Manager for Environmental
Authorisations. His presentation, entitled “The granting of a permit and compliance
assurance at regional level”, addressed the practical experience of Lombardy in
implementing the IED, with particular emphasis on permitting procedures, compliance
mechanisms and regulatory enforcement at subnational level. This intervention offered
valuable insights into how regional authorities can streamline authorisation processes,
ensure compliance with stricter emission standards and support industries in adapting
to the new regulatory framework.

The participation of Lombardy strengthened interregional cooperation within the Four
Motors for Europe and fostered mutual learning on advanced regulatory approaches,
innovation in environmental governance and the deployment of best available
techniques.

In addition, the workshop included contributions from company representatives, notably
from the A2A Group, who provided concrete examples of the practical application of
the Directive in the business context, particularly within electrified industrial processes.
These interventions illustrated how the revised requirements are being
implemented at operational level and highlighted the role of innovation, electrification
and technological upgrading as key drivers of industrial decarbonisation and
competitiveness.

Participants attending the workshop “Industrial Emissions Directive 2.0: Challenges
and Opportunities in Catalonia”. Espai Bital, Barcelona, 12 June 2025.
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Strengthening technical cooperation on air quality and circular economy

12 June and 10 September 2025 (bilateral meetings) — 16 May 2025 (Four Motors for
Europe Working Group meeting)

Environment Working Group

During 2025, Catalonia reinforced the technical cooperation among the Four Motors for
Europe regions through dedicated working groups on air quality and circular economy. In
this context, Catalonia and Lombardy held two bilateral meetings on air quality on 12 June
and 10 September 2025.

These meetings focused on the implementation of the revised EU Air Quality Directive
(EU) 2024/2881 and enabled in-depth technical exchanges on key challenges.
Discussions covered the management and optimisation of air quality monitoring
networks, air quality improvement and short-term action plans, and specific
implementation tools. Particular attention was given to pollution hotspots, air quality
modelling, low-emission zones, monitoring methodologies, and technical aspects of the
revised Directive that remain open to interpretation and on which both administrations
are actively working.

The exchanges improved mutual understanding of regulatory and technical approaches
and were considered highly productive. It was agreed that technical discussions would
continue through remote meetings as implementation progresses. Potential avenues
for future collaboration were also identified, including the possible organisation of a
European-level workshop on the implementation of the revised Air Quality Directive,
using tools and platforms provided by the European Commission, as well as the
possibility of joint participation in European projects, subject to further assessment of
feasibility and workload.

In parallel, progress was made within the Circular Economy Working Group.
Exchanges focused on the Catalan industrial by-products market platform and on the
management of biogas digestate, with input from the relevant Catalan agencies. In this
context, the Four Motors for Europe Environment Working Group held a remote
meeting on 16 May 2025, bringing together representatives from Catalonia, Lombardy,
Baden-Wirttemberg and Auvergne-Rhone-Alpes. The meeting addressed contributions
to the Catalan Presidency programme, explored opportunities for joint European
initiatives—particularly cooperation between Lombardy’s LIFE proposal on industrial
symbiosis and the Catalan waste and resources marketplace—and discussed potential
participation in the European Week of Regions and Cities.

Overall, these actions strengthened environmental governance, technical capacity
and knowledge-sharing, and laid the foundations for continued interregional
cooperation beyond the Catalan Presidency.
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Representatives from the Directorate-General for Climate Change and Environmental Quality,
the Barcelona Metropolitan Transport Authority and the Lombardy region’s DG Ambiente e
Clima during a bilateral meeting. Districte Administratiu, Barcelona, 12 June 2025.

4.3. Gaining strategic autonomy, security and resilience

During the Catalan Presidency, the Four Motors for Europe have advanced joint work
to strengthen the resilience of their economies and territories in the face of major
economic, geopolitical and sectoral challenges.

Building on a shared commitment to interregional collaboration, the partner regions
have promoted exchanges, joint reflections and political dialogue in key areas such as
the agri-food sector and tourism, contributing to a more coordinated and forward-
looking approach.

These efforts have reinforced the role of the Four Motors for Europe as a platform that
can anticipate common challenges, align priorities and support the development of
shared responses at a European level.

The main actions carried out in this area are outlined below:
Thematic sessions on key agri-food topics

September 2025 — February 2026
Sustainable Agri-food Systems Working Group

During the Catalan Presidency, a series of thematic sessions were organised to
strengthen cooperation and knowledge exchange among the regions of the Four
Motors for Europe in the agri-food sector. The sessions, held between September 2025
and February 2026, brought together technical representatives from the four regions.

Each session addressed a key strategic priority. The first session, focused on
generational renewal and young farmers, led to concrete follow-up actions, including
the development of a joint position on the forthcoming EU Generational Renewal
Strategy and the launch of a structured dialogue that resulted in the Young Farmers
Dialogue held in Tarragona (see below).

The second session, organised jointly with the Environment Working Group, addressed
biogas and digestate management, facilitating exchanges on energy production and
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nutrient recycling. The third session focused on public food procurement as a tool to
promote sustainable, local and resilient food systems.

Overall, these sessions strengthened the Sustainable Agri-food Systems agenda,
fostered coordinated approaches among the regions and generated concrete
follow-up initiatives, laying the foundations for continued cooperation beyond the
Catalan Presidency.

Position on the EU Strategy for Generational Renewal in Agriculture

February 2026 (published on 24 March 2026)
Sustainable Agri-food Systems Working Group

During the Catalan Presidency, the Four Motors for Europe adopted a joint position on
the European Commission’s Strategy for Generational Renewal in Agriculture,
providing a coordinated regional response to one of the key structural challenges
facing the European agri-food sector.

The position paper, Position of the Four Motors for Europe on the European
Commission’s Generational Renewal Strategy for the Agricultural Sector, welcomed
the overall ambition of the European Commission’s strategy, particularly its objective to
increase the number of young and new farmers, as well as the proposed financial
instruments and the requirement for Member States to develop national strategies. At
the same time, it emphasised that generational renewal constitutes above all a
territorial challenge, especially in disadvantaged and rural areas, where agriculture
plays a key role in economic vitality, environmental sustainability and social cohesion.

The document put forward a set of concrete recommendations to address structural
barriers such as access to land, financing and farm transfer, while also calling for
integrated rural policies covering housing, services, connectivity and employment. It
further highlighted the importance of supporting more inclusive and multifunctional
agricultural models and reinforcing the role of women in the agri-food sector.

This initiative represented a significant contribution by the Catalan Presidency to
ongoing EU policy discussions, reinforcing the role of regions in shaping and
implementing policies aimed at ensuring a sustainable and generationally balanced
agricultural sector across Europe.

(see Annex 4 — full position paper available here)
Young Farmers Dialogue

11-13 March 2026 (published on 24 March 2026)

Sustainable Agri-food Systems Working Group

During the Catalan Presidency, the Government of Catalonia hosted the Young
Farmers Dialogue in Tarragona, bringing together 26 young farmers from Catalonia,

Lombardy, Baden-Wiirttemberg and Auvergne-Rhoéne-Alpes to address the critical
challenge of generational renewal in European agriculture.

Held at the Port of Tarragona, the event combined institutional dialogue, field visits and
collaborative workshops, providing an opportunity for them to exchange experiences
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and co-create policy recommendations. The programme opened with institutional
remarks from Gerard Vives, Director General for EU Affairs, and Ramon Armengol,
Director General for Rural Development, and included keynote contributions from
Eduardo Baamonde, President of CajaMar, and Ricard Ramon, Head of Unit at the
European Commission’s DG AGRI.

Participants engaged in structured discussions on key barriers affecting young
farmers, including access to land, financing, administrative burdens and farm
profitability, complemented by field visits to innovative agri-food initiatives in the
Tarragona region.

The Dialogue concluded with the endorsement of the Open Letter from the Young
Farmers of Europe, a joint document that identifies shared structural challenges and
presents targeted proposals to public administrations, the agricultural sector and
society at large. It calls for simplifying administrative procedures, improving access to
land and financing, strengthening value chains and enhancing the social recognition of
farming.

Participants also called for the institutionalisation of the Young Farmers Dialogue as a
permanent interregional mechanism, ensuring continuity beyond individual
presidencies and reinforcing cooperation among the regions.

This initiative represented a key milestone of the Catalan Presidency, positioning
generational renewal as a strategic priority for the Four Motors for Europe and

strengthening their role in addressing common challenges in the European agri-food

sector.

(see Annex 5 — Open Letter from the Young Farmers of Europe available here)

Young Farmers’ Dialogue participants during a field visit to Entre Vinyes organic egg farm,
Vila-rodona (Tarragona), 12 March 2026.
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High-level political meeting of the Sustainable Agri-food Systems Working
Group

26 March 2026
Sustainable Agri-food Systems Working Group

During the Catalan Presidency, a high-level political meeting of the Sustainable Agri-food
Systems Working Group was convened, bringing together political representatives from the
four regions to strengthen interregional cooperation, align strategic priorities and
assess progress achieved under the presidency.

The meeting combined institutional dialogue with field-based insights, including a visit to
the IRTA (Institute of Agrifood Research and Technology) Torre Marimon research centre
in Caldes de Montbui, followed by a working session at Celler Art Laieta. It brought
together key representatives, including Oscar Ordeig, Minister of Agriculture, Livestock,
Fisheries and Food of the Government of Catalonia, Rosa Cubel, Food Secretary of the
Government of Catalonia, Patricia Picard, Member of the Auvergne-Rhéne-Alpes Regional
Council, Sabine Kurtz, State Secretary at the Ministry of Food, Rural Affairs and Consumer
Protection of Baden-Wirttemberg, and Alessandro Beduschi, Minister of Agriculture, Food
Sovereignty and Forests of Lombardy.

As the first political-level meeting of the Working Group, the gathering complemented the
technical work carried out during the presidency and provided a platform to exchange
views on the future of the agri-food sector, identify common challenges and deepen
cooperation at both interregional and European level. Key issues addressed included the
EU-Mercosur agreement, global trade tensions, animal health risks such as African swine
fever, and the future of the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) 2028-2034.

The meeting also served to take stock of the main achievements of the Catalan
Presidency, including the organisation of thematic sessions, the development of joint
position papers and the promotion of the Young Farmers Dialogue, while contributing
to the definition of shared priorities for the period 2026—-2030.

Participants agreed to consolidate this political forum through regular biannual
meetings, reinforcing institutional ties and ensuring continuity of cooperation. This
initiative marked a key step towards a more structured and politically driven
cooperation model, in line with the objectives of the Multiannual Strategic Roadmap
2026-2030.
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Political representatives of the Four Motors for Europe during the visit to IRTA Torre Marimon,
as part of the high-level political meeting of the Sustainable Agri-food Systems Working Group.
Caldes de Montbui, 26 March 2026. Caldes de Montbui, 26 March 2026.

Tourism within the Four Motors for Europe

17 January — 4 March 2026

Tourism Working Group

During the Catalan Presidency, a new line of work in the field of tourism was
launched within the Four Motors for Europe, with the aim of strengthening
interregional collaboration on sustainable tourism as a driver of economic
resilience and territorial balance.

The initiative was introduced through two initial meetings held in key international
tourism forums: the first on 17 January 2026 during the CMTStuttgart tourism trade
fair, and the second on 4 March 2026 at the Berlin international tourism trade fair
(ITB). These meetings brought together representatives from the four regional
tourism agencies—the Catalan Tourist Board, Auvergne-Rhéne-Alpes Tourisme,
Tourismus Marketing GmbH Baden-Wirttemberg and the Directorate General for
Tourism of the Lombardy region— and marked the starting point for structured
exchanges in this field.

Discussions focused on identifying shared priorities and exploring potential areas for
joint work, including sustainable mobility for tourism, territorial balance through
touring approaches, and new forms of MICE tourism linked to the regions’ industrial
and mobility ecosystems. Particular attention was also given to the role of tourism in
generating long-term value for local communities and supporting more sustainable
and resilient territorial development.

This initiative represents a first step towards strengthening links among the Four
Motors for Europe regions in the tourism sector, opening a space for exchange of
experiences and mutual learning. It also contributes to the Catalan Presidency’s broader
objective of reinforcing the role of regions in shaping Europe’s future economic model, in
line with the principles of competitiveness, sustainability and cohesion.
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Participants expressed their willingness to continue these exchanges and to further
explore opportunities for joint initiatives in the future.

Participants during the first meeting on tourism at the CMT tourism fair.
Stuttgart, 17 January 2026.
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4.4. Towards an inclusive economy: talent, decent work and
equal opportunities

During the Catalan Presidency, the Four Motors for Europe have promoted joint
initiatives designed to strengthen labour mobility, support talent development and foster
more inclusive labour markets across all four regions.

Building on a shared commitment to social cohesion, equal opportunities and skills
development, cooperation has focused on generating knowledge, facilitating exchanges
of good practices and reinforcing dialogue among institutional and socio-economic
actors.

These efforts have contributed to advancing a more inclusive and forward-looking
approach to labour mobility and employment, in line with the broader objectives of the
Four Motors for Europe cooperation.

The main actions undertaken are outlined below:
No-Mad Project: International dialogue on labour mobility, migration and talent

2025 (main activities), 4-5 December 2025 (final conference)

Labour Mobility and Professional Training Working Group

During the Catalan Presidency, the No-Mad Project, promoted by the Directorate
General for Social Dialogue in collaboration with the Government of Catalonia’s Ministry
for European Union and Foreign Action, was implemented as a flagship initiative to
foster international dialogue on labour mobility, migration and talent.

The project aimed to create and consolidate a space for exchange and debate on
emerging forms of mobility—including digital nomadism, intra-European mobility and
talent return—while addressing structural challenges such as migration governance,
diversity and labour market integration. In doing so, it contributed to positioning labour
mobility as a key driver of economic development and social cohesion.

The initiative was structured in four main phases. First, a comprehensive socio-economic
analysis of the Four Motors for Europe regions (2014—2024) was carried out, providing a
comparative diagnosis of labour market trends and mobility patterns. Second, a series of
thematic webinars held in October 2025 addressed key topics such as expatriation,
talent return, intra-European mobility and digital nomadism, bringing together around 100
participants from different countries and sectors. Third, the project culminated in a high-
level international conference held in Barcelona on 4-5 December 2025, with the
participation of 120 experts, policymakers and stakeholders from the four regions.
Finally, a publication compiling key insights and policy reflections is being prepared for
2026.

The No-Mad Project contributed directly to the objectives of the Catalan Presidency by
strengthening interregional cooperation, generating shared knowledge and
promoting inclusive and forward-looking approaches to labour mobility. It also
reinforced Catalonia’s positioning in the European debate on talent attraction, retention
and mobility governance.
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Overall, the project has led to the consolidation of stakeholder networks, increased
awareness of shared challenges and opportunities, and the development of a solid
knowledge base to support future policy initiatives at both regional and European level.

Participants attending the No-Mad final conference on labour mobility and talent. Barcelona,
4-5 December 2025.

Socio-economic analysis of labour mobility trends in the Four Motors for Europe
regions (2014-2024)

December 2025

Labour Mobility and Professional Training Working Group

As part of the No-Mad Project, a comprehensive socio-economic analysis of labour
mobility and demographic trends in the Four Motors for Europe regions (Baden-
Wirttemberg, Catalonia, Lombardy and Auvergne-Rhéne-Alpes) was conducted,
covering the period 2014-2024.

This analytical phase, developed with the support of the Technical Office of the
Department of Business and Labour and the Institut Cerda, provided a solid
evidence-based foundation for the project. The study examined key indicators such
as GDP growth, labour market performance, demographic evolution, migration flows
and the role of knowledge-intensive sectors.

The results highlighted several shared trends across the regions, including sustained
but uneven economic growth, post-pandemic recovery, increasing productivity and the
expansion of knowledge-based services. At the same time, the analysis identified key
structural challenges, notably population ageing and the growing importance of
migration in sustaining labour markets.

This comparative approach enabled the identification of common challenges and
opportunities, contributing to a better understanding of how labour mobility impacts
regional competitiveness, resilience and social cohesion. It also supported the
objectives of the Catalan Presidency by strengthening analytical capacity and fostering
a shared vision among the regions.
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In terms of impact, the study serves as a key knowledge tool to support future
cooperation, helping regions anticipate labour market needs and design more
effective and coordinated mobility policies.

(see link — Full study available here)

Publication of a book entitled No-Mad: Reflections on the New Paradigm
of Labour Mobility and Migration

26 May 2026

Labour Mobility and Professional Training Working Group

As part of the No-Mad Project, the Catalan Presidency will culminate in the publication
and presentation of a book entitled No-Mad: Reflections on the New Paradigm of
Labour Mobility and Migration, scheduled to take place at Palau Robert (Barcelona).

The publication brings together contributions from experts, academics, social
partners and policymakers, providing a comprehensive reflection on current
trends in labour mobility and migration across the Four Motors for Europe regions.
It builds on the analytical and dialogue phases of the project, consolidating key insights
into a structured and forward-looking knowledge output.

The book is organised into three main thematic blocks. The first examines the
international labour mobility paradigm, including cultural, demographic and gender
perspectives. The second gathers contributions from Catalan social and economic
actors, addressing issues such as integration, diversity management and labour market
policies. The third focuses on territorial impacts and emerging forms of mobility,
including digital nomadism, urban transformations and governance challenges.

By compiling these contributions, the publication provides a comprehensive and
multidisciplinary perspective on labour mobility, linking structural analysis with
policy-oriented reflections. It also reinforces the role of social partners and
stakeholders in shaping more inclusive and resilient labour markets.

This initiative represents a key outcome of the Catalan Presidency, contributing to
the generation and dissemination of knowledge, and supporting continued
debate and cooperation on labour mobility and migration at both interregional and
European level.

(see link — Publication available here)
Exchange of good practices on second-chance education and mobility

20 January 2026

Labour Mobility and Professional Training Working Group

During the Catalan Presidency, the Public Employment Service of Catalonia (SOC)
hosted a bilateral meeting with representatives from Auvergne-Rhéne-Alpes (AURA),
including participants from second-chance schools, with the aim of exchanging
experiences and exploring opportunities for cooperation in the field of education,
training and mobility. The initiative also reflected the role of the Four Motors for
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Europe as a framework that can facilitate reinforced bilateral cooperation and pilot
initiatives between partner regions.

The meeting brought together staff from the SOC’s International Programmes Team
and the Youth Employment Service, alongside their counterparts from AURA.
Discussions focused on presenting and comparing the respective second-chance
education and training systems, highlighting similarities and identifying areas for
potential collaboration.

This exchange marked a first step towards promoting mobility opportunities for learners
in second-chance programmes, particularly within the framework of the New
Opportunities Programme in Catalonia. These centres and their students often have
limited access to international mobility schemes, such as those supported by
Erasmus+, making this initiative particularly relevant from an inclusion perspective.

As a result of the meeting, both parties agreed to explore the identification of centres
that would be willing to participate in future mobility activities. While initial proposals
—such as hosting group mobilities—are still under discussion, the initiative has already
helped to establish direct contacts between institutions and open new avenues for
cooperation.

In parallel, AURA representatives also engaged with the second-chance education
team at Barcelona City Council, further expanding the network of actors involved and
reinforcing the potential for future exchanges.

Although still at a pilot stage, this initiative represents a concrete step towards
strengthening interregional cooperation in the field of inclusive education and
labour mobility. It also opens the door to extending this approach to the other regions
of the Four Motors for Europe in the future.

32



5. Strengthening Dialogue with Non-governmental
Stakeholders

During the Catalan Presidency, efforts have been made to strengthen dialogue with
non-governmental stakeholders, recognising their key role in shaping labour
markets, innovation ecosystems and industrial transformation across the Four
Motors for Europe regions.

In this context, a high-level exchange took place on 4 March 2026 between President
Salvador llla and representatives of the main trade unions of the Four Motors for
Europe regions, providing an opportunity to discuss the current socio-economic context
and the role of regions in addressing common challenges. During the meeting, the
trade unions presented a joint Roadmap structured around the thematic priorities of the
Four Motors for Europe, contributing a social perspective to ongoing interregional
cooperation and opening avenues for continued dialogue.

At the same time, connections with stakeholders from the academic and knowledge
sectors have been strengthened, notably through exchanges with the Universitat
Ramon Llull, which is engaged in cooperation with several partner universities from the
Four Motors for Europe regions, including Université Catholique de Lyon, Universitat
Mannheim and Universita Cattolica del Sacro Cuore. These interactions have
highlighted the potential to strengthen interregional collaboration in higher education,
research, and talent development, as well as the willingness of these institutions to
contribute to the Four Motors for Europe cooperation framework.

Dialogue has also been intensified with the engineering communities in the Four
Motors for Europe regions, which have a long-standing history of interregional
cooperation spanning more than three decades. Building on this strong foundation,
discussions during the Catalan Presidency have focused on the strategic importance of
engineering talent in addressing Europe’s major challenges, including
reindustrialisation, technological transformation and strategic autonomy. This focus
was further consolidated in May 2026 by a joint event for the Four Motors for Europe
Engineers at the Delegation of the Government of Catalonia to the European Union in
Brussels, marking a new milestone in the structuring and visibility of their cooperation
at European level.

Overall, this action has reinforced the role of the Four Motors for Europe as a
platform not only for institutional cooperation, but also for structured
engagement with social, academic and technical communities, contributing to a
more inclusive, participatory and territorially grounded approach to European
policymaking.
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6. Conclusion

The Catalan Presidency of the Four Motors for Europe has taken place at a defining
moment for Europe, marked by profound transformation, uncertainty, and the need to
adapt to an evolving global context. In this environment, the Presidency has
demonstrated that interregional cooperation is not only relevant but essential to
contributing effectively to Europe’s future.

Throughout this period, the Four Motors for Europe have strengthened their role as a
coordinated and credible voice in European debates, actively contributing to key
discussions on the future of the European Union’s economic and social model. By
advancing joint political positions, reinforcing their collective presence in Brussels and
engaging with European institutions, the partner regions have ensured that the
territorial perspective is taken into account in major policy decisions.

At the same time, the Catalan Presidency has consolidated the network’s internal
functioning and laid the foundations for a more structured, strategic and ambitious model
of cooperation. The development of the Multiannual Strategic Roadmap 2026—2030
represents a major milestone in this regard, providing a shared framework to guide future
actions, strengthen continuity and increase the level of ambition across presidencies, and
enhance the collective impact of the Motors for Europe.

Beyond institutional cooperation, particular emphasis has also been placed on
strengthening dialogue with social partners, academic institutions and professional
networks, reflecting a clear commitment to an inclusive and participatory approach.
This dimension has helped to reinforce the social relevance and legitimacy of the
cooperation, ensuring that economic transformation is closely linked to social cohesion.

Overall, the Catalan Presidency has reaffirmed the capacity of the Four Motors for
Europe to act collectively in a complex and rapidly changing environment. By
combining political ambition, operational cooperation and strategic vision, the
network has strengthened its positioning as a key platform for interregional
collaboration in Europe.

Looking ahead, the continuity of this work under the incoming Presidency of
Auvergne-Rhéne-Alpes, together with the implementation of the Strategic Roadmap
2026-2030, will be essential to further consolidate the role of the Four Motors for
Europe as a driver of innovation, competitiveness, sustainability and cohesion in
the European project.
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7. Annexes

7.1 Statement by the Four Motors for Europe on the announcement of tariffs
by the U.S. Government
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7.2 The Four Motors for Europe on the Multiannual Financial Framework 2028—2034:
Powering Europe’s Transformation

Joint Declaration

THE FOUR MOTORS FOR EUROPE
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7.3 Position paper by the Four Motors for Europe on the Importance and Future
of European Territorial Cooperation
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Comgetit vencss, Termer LCO Presioent Merla Dragh. dentifies key arcas for thg
future shat couldl be adzressed seecificelly witain the framewek of zrass-kords
coopars o digla.isalion, s.renglhening small ane wedium-sized en.e o ses,
oramoling innows o7, energy upp.y, 392 e decsbanisalion of lhe evonary.
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7.4. Position of the Four Motors for Europe on the European Comission’s
Generational Renewal Strateqy for the Agricultural Sector

POSITION OF THE FOUR MOTORS FOR EUROPE ON THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION'S
GENERATIONAL RENEVUAL STRATEGY FOR THE AGRICULTURAL SEGTOR
February 2028

The 5 scuiturs’ on 21
October 2025 establishing = rosdmap to suppart young farmers and afiract nev generati
sacure Europa's food, agricultural, and rural futura. This strataqy addrassas the citical challanges
of ageing faring pepulation, rural depapulatien, ccshemic and emvironmantal ehallonges, with
only 12% of European Farmers under 40 years of age.

The Four Wotors for Ewuw recognise generational renewal as & major stuctural challengs across
ourteritories. particularl
essential for
The Four Matars fherefors srmphssise the nesd for teroraly dfereniated spprasches st
strongthen the afiractivences of agricultural professions while enswring their long-torm
sustainabilty. Thiz ambition echoes the cals of the European associafion

The Four Motors for Europa wekom the Strategy and present their key positiens below.,

AT il s il i and
The Four Mators for Europe shran

i a munﬁarmulmml Puliay (CAF] transiionsl phazs and Siratsgie Plan
it lauble young and nev farmers 1o 244 by 2040 and allacste at
plesiny anrmu\luml oinding o gemerationsroresel marks sgnfant progrecs

The Sliategy's ciass-oulting, syslem-wide approach s parliularly approshted, as it acdressos
marsly a sactoral or. Tha proposed
measiires bn improva access to capeal for young entrants are crusial, especially
intensive sactors.

-

Equally important i the oreation of & “welsone packsge” under the CAP with grants of up ts EUR
200,000, & measure that s mare ambhious than eurent schemes, The requirement for Member
Stat0s to dovelop national iatcgise by 2028 and oneuro regular manioring ekt sTonginon

lping tu address key governanee issues such as agricditural
pensiens and the flscal ieatment Pep Up grants. Lasily, the Incres In ald Intensity to 5%
and the involvament of the Eurapsan Investment Bank are positive otops towards financial
instruments that are better tailorad to the nsacs af tha new gensration of farmers

2. Strengthan ng invastment in generations! rencwal
Athaugh 2 depends jgetary
[ The Four

Moters far Europe vl
onsiveness of terriorial policy and undermine the adaptation of measures o regional
dircumstances.

The next MFF must maintain 3 strang, termtarislly responsiva GAP balancing snvironrantal
scnomic, and socil objectvas. Priofties inclule Simpified funding access fop yaung and new

rans; mentoring and knowlsdge-ransfar nataerks; Melong leaming for the aczuisition of
tachnical and business skilk intsgrating acalogical and digital transitns: support for transferors
ta faciitate fam handevers.,

' Evromentara's position en the Eurepean Commissian's Stralegy fer Generatenal Reneval in
the Agricultural Sector, July 2025
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https://www.4motors.eu/fileadmin/_4motors/Dokumente/Common_positions/Four_Motors_for_Europe_Position_on_ETC.pdf
https://www.4motors.eu/fileadmin/_4motors/Dokumente/Common_positions/Four_Motors_for_Europe_Position_on_ETC.pdf
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https://ppl-ai-file-upload.s3.amazonaws.com/web/direct-files/attachments/136915862/187e1028-ffac-46ca-bde3-252da3c4aa0a/Annex-4_PositionPaper_GenerationalRenewal_4ME_final.pdf?AWSAccessKeyId=ASIA2F3EMEYEVGHY6NHU&Signature=NOyOl%2FDw8xM9qFexM%2FAs6IBRifo%3D&x-amz-security-token=IQoJb3JpZ2luX2VjEHIaCXVzLWVhc3QtMSJGMEQCIG6qzdl6qF7%2FvvGJZJlIjyoof5XpYZDVCsBd%2BXQlNFFrAiB7JKJeIXwMrEj%2B%2BEWDSWfLXWXbjg4x0nRpPO7zyiKbbirzBAg7EAEaDDY5OTc1MzMwOTcwNSIMgwLjxsG5HNv4YfjtKtAEKEveKK8ES%2FEgk1Uv6HXa4JgwxJZ7EP5Vr1c9cjInsZmsbZfn4BAfvrVPdX0gSAesqzQDPU3%2Bt8xEfGdTfXZDTwFD%2ByvuukvwKEzDt9hE06kmf%2BqJuEVzC%2FFuCEJsmL5cv%2FRIPVMQ%2FEajccF2iNsYRFDWLx3p66qeY1XPGvLCuaELdrD9AEtY684JetWXFM3PTZZI%2Be%2BPp8g9Zb5zj6i4hkkcQl3GxtQezN8jwN9YNkv0VS2jf1KdCYYP1aTkIeaIEuEFX%2B8rUkED8P866uOh1wQKu6AwVHW4H%2B3%2FizFhqA2o%2ByeAw9oiyAzaAvhturhr05qb7Zx2fNO5g9IIfINAFRB7oLnZkE%2FTqeWd6KakS8wlAh8eBJWZQCsNhQDo2NIylPVkq58duOyo8JJRYZgx5CMlb8fEaQPWoMHcKto7OWX8Jnp6xA%2BgNOnR%2BEfHt6c1GqZNiO4%2BJ5HjZUuzkp6ESqbWwl0Fgj4IAWd8b6WLiDxURnejmRxXx6PM%2B4qmb0HrqKvRM0%2BfQgAs1LALi2xrm4UKqhpXcR7JOoXDIKHKd%2FeH%2BIc3I6J0fEL91WYqCOpeOt1zRpXP2J3Zz7z0eTjxzig6BObaplgCQqvzrCSdsJNE1cugxXke8EgqFsXImVD6bO6E4dO%2BpziiyO0f5wxhDjvzIX3ru57DrbznfPtY18CR9qjUd3QhsUvKsI2qU9uY25Xb4Dq6inC%2BbowbgjLCNQ9E7ejqm70Sn4mQSD2pKwYl7KcRFRymaZdNuVPPNqTv8ZkLx4KlxGh6naN4xgpTgTC46f%2FQBjqZAW%2FyM02beSfGiWbQEyRgwI%2Bnnb%2FTgtOtHCo24k7XhvePDP4c87imr9KSa%2F%2FCidUkDCvtYwYQ5M0RIBCAwCmf2OrHge4yl869mw35bbn1m4iwPTOKn36NRyYEIgsRJSzJSIsUp7NB1cC3LGUiKV4SCBIqGSM%2BHWXgnuiryqpdtopUmLhQpVNtyoieumnzMmZ4PLo0sLS01fI9DA%3D%3D&Expires=1780482699

7.5. Open Letter from the Young Farmers of Europe: Proposals for the Future
of the Agriculture Sector

Meeting of young farmers at the Four Motors for Europe

OPEN LETTER FROM THE YOUNG FARMERS OF EUROPE
PROPQOSALS FOR THE FUTURE OF THE AGRICULTURAL SECTOR
Addressed fo administrations, the sector and the public

From 11 to 13 March 2028, 26 young farmers from Lombardy, Baden Wirtiemberg, Catalonia and
Auvergne-Rhine-Alpes met in Tamagona to share_experiences and reflect on the challenges
Tating e now generaion n e From our , th ged five
shared diagnoses—accsss to land, installaion costs and financing, professional pnesige‘
menioriog and burcaucracy, and the profitabiity of farms—and a set of specific proposals
interregional cooperation. Our aim for this open ketter s fo share the message we have el
convey it to public administrations, the secior itself and the citizenry.

A
ﬂan‘:unmismme Young Farmers Forum Four Motors for Europe. Tan:vgma March 2026

BLOCK A - PROPDSALS TO ADMINISTRATIONS

1. SIMPLIFY AND DIGITALISE AGRICULTURAL ADMINISTRATION AND IMPROVE
SUPPORT FOR YOUNG PEOPLE

of mutple acinitrative bodes, GUpICate dodimentaton and the lack o reqiatony ety
generate a burden that ofien forces
time and resources to non- productive tasks.

Administrations should work 1o create a one-stop shop for all procedures for young famers,
digtaise aid applicati i

state and regional levels. The yaung people of the: Four Motors for Europe propose that regianal

preparea on
and include specific recommendations.



https://ppl-ai-file-upload.s3.amazonaws.com/web/direct-files/attachments/136915862/6518893c-fabb-4a7c-98c7-81662e395850/Annex-4_Open_Letter_4ME_YFD__en.pdf?AWSAccessKeyId=ASIA2F3EMEYE4PNXGQOE&Signature=W8hqmzgdmgFQE5y6eGZLBZ27TBw%3D&x-amz-security-token=IQoJb3JpZ2luX2VjEHIaCXVzLWVhc3QtMSJHMEUCIQC74Lz6bVDBPqsJU0Hjn3%2FbHdwYYog48kk1f744TyKS4wIgJzs33QIVtqSudbvBSusPTKEd0JozZgv1MOO3YQIA3pIq8wQIOxABGgw2OTk3NTMzMDk3MDUiDAvT1NokmgDU3bQf4SrQBFxuDtNcA9boPI9iBhj48TOdSW6RF8T5UzGX29UuRndHsDghxw69%2BYUuULRAX2Cn%2FO%2BZj4P67fRgEYXnyGXg7AenIB7WMnVpcB8hff4abRmNXMVAtdpmKW7HLInImBy8ohUb9bOd9MTcyxtIvY6hip4x%2FnihN85KIL2qstAfJb3%2BWchQqWTHJsWrb2TmxgX32VRr26sVW4%2FU7Gdi0ly%2F38r356Gi0NOwVyFGzFmRqC5fH8L1wQV%2B%2BnHOFe25xIuCdl%2Bakc1xyVydudIndXleVYD6M4MySzYdyj1mWpvx7GdweGLiBtB7JZtyxI90mE4SgP6ia2Lo6GYnivQQMm87Mmx%2Fl1wS%2FWKdlnuzg4%2FZ%2FttFmLa3GRUYt0Eccwiaa1bu1%2Bm13a1ZElLNnPwV33cJfX7JitDNRh1ztwq481BGySsBOUCdf%2Br7lZuly0numIe5FY6Z7xkLPDMNwXpObDgdDrjUM1iKnrZuocjhCNDq6yD4jGSW%2FSC7KDiYzM8DMzPzKdtSJgT3w3xdvv531nguB7IezBwfBrdfpiKV7GdFtAHr%2BuDdCYwFNWcnMqDh2BqTyx%2FKZXxYhcXvM3OA6ZO%2Bk%2FFx3CLqXoIncGadmlmiXKqlAUnoGToE570EnJtOwkg0RT7wjcvsknRh8Fo71En8xC%2FZyMyhcBMtZYKmeAWl6mGqjjYB60fBZkDWQDubM3DWIBVi8CLxF4O8Rwj5fW8Qipict5DqR87i9EsPe98S6UJgPVd6OoVvs%2BMgxIWEhds22CuFqy8IrCPtHzEdb62PJ%2BowiO3%2F0AY6mAFXxpCH1QCn6W5jR5BZVD8pP1B8M52PARguAeH0g2IsHhUqOy1AmyARA5tbAUJrqpyWurvPMaq%2BdiwdskyjtSdY%2F84T4SHP0PmV82cP2myi4di0BT2%2BbJBVIPKmJSCjTobWGUmbsZRWBzF1r%2BqH4L8D4ErAq7H8L7ukUJfCuFR9WijO3xQ9ej%2BUm7t26PSV52RC09%2BSdbfhOA%3D%3D&Expires=1780483163
https://ppl-ai-file-upload.s3.amazonaws.com/web/direct-files/attachments/136915862/6518893c-fabb-4a7c-98c7-81662e395850/Annex-4_Open_Letter_4ME_YFD__en.pdf?AWSAccessKeyId=ASIA2F3EMEYE4PNXGQOE&Signature=W8hqmzgdmgFQE5y6eGZLBZ27TBw%3D&x-amz-security-token=IQoJb3JpZ2luX2VjEHIaCXVzLWVhc3QtMSJHMEUCIQC74Lz6bVDBPqsJU0Hjn3%2FbHdwYYog48kk1f744TyKS4wIgJzs33QIVtqSudbvBSusPTKEd0JozZgv1MOO3YQIA3pIq8wQIOxABGgw2OTk3NTMzMDk3MDUiDAvT1NokmgDU3bQf4SrQBFxuDtNcA9boPI9iBhj48TOdSW6RF8T5UzGX29UuRndHsDghxw69%2BYUuULRAX2Cn%2FO%2BZj4P67fRgEYXnyGXg7AenIB7WMnVpcB8hff4abRmNXMVAtdpmKW7HLInImBy8ohUb9bOd9MTcyxtIvY6hip4x%2FnihN85KIL2qstAfJb3%2BWchQqWTHJsWrb2TmxgX32VRr26sVW4%2FU7Gdi0ly%2F38r356Gi0NOwVyFGzFmRqC5fH8L1wQV%2B%2BnHOFe25xIuCdl%2Bakc1xyVydudIndXleVYD6M4MySzYdyj1mWpvx7GdweGLiBtB7JZtyxI90mE4SgP6ia2Lo6GYnivQQMm87Mmx%2Fl1wS%2FWKdlnuzg4%2FZ%2FttFmLa3GRUYt0Eccwiaa1bu1%2Bm13a1ZElLNnPwV33cJfX7JitDNRh1ztwq481BGySsBOUCdf%2Br7lZuly0numIe5FY6Z7xkLPDMNwXpObDgdDrjUM1iKnrZuocjhCNDq6yD4jGSW%2FSC7KDiYzM8DMzPzKdtSJgT3w3xdvv531nguB7IezBwfBrdfpiKV7GdFtAHr%2BuDdCYwFNWcnMqDh2BqTyx%2FKZXxYhcXvM3OA6ZO%2Bk%2FFx3CLqXoIncGadmlmiXKqlAUnoGToE570EnJtOwkg0RT7wjcvsknRh8Fo71En8xC%2FZyMyhcBMtZYKmeAWl6mGqjjYB60fBZkDWQDubM3DWIBVi8CLxF4O8Rwj5fW8Qipict5DqR87i9EsPe98S6UJgPVd6OoVvs%2BMgxIWEhds22CuFqy8IrCPtHzEdb62PJ%2BowiO3%2F0AY6mAFXxpCH1QCn6W5jR5BZVD8pP1B8M52PARguAeH0g2IsHhUqOy1AmyARA5tbAUJrqpyWurvPMaq%2BdiwdskyjtSdY%2F84T4SHP0PmV82cP2myi4di0BT2%2BbJBVIPKmJSCjTobWGUmbsZRWBzF1r%2BqH4L8D4ErAq7H8L7ukUJfCuFR9WijO3xQ9ej%2BUm7t26PSV52RC09%2BSdbfhOA%3D%3D&Expires=1780483163

8. Contributions to the work programme of the Catalan
presidency of the Four Motors for Europe (2025-2026)

Research and Higher

Sustainable Food
Systems

Labour Mobility
and Professional
Training

Transport

Tourism

Education
Economy
Environment

Coordinating team

Catalan Ministry for European Union and Foreign Action

Ministry for European Union and Foreign Action, Catalonia
Secretariat for European and Multilateral Affairs

and Development Cooperation

Directorate General for European Union Affairs
Government Delegation to the European Union

Four Motors for Europe Working Groups

Ministry of Research and Universities, Catalonia
Directorate General of Knowledge Transfer and Society

ACCIO, Ministry of Business and Labour, Catalonia

Ministry of Territory, Housing and Ecological Transition,
Catalonia

Directorate General of Climate Change and Environmental
Quality

Technical Office

Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock, Fisheries and Food,
Catalonia

Directorate General of Agri-Food Companies, Quality
and Gastronomy

Directorate General of Agriculture and Livestock
Technical Office

Ministry of Business and Labour, Catalonia

International Programme Area of the Catalan Public
Employment Service (SOC)

Ministry of Education and Vocational Training, Catalonia
Directorate General of Vocational Training

Ministry of Territory, Housing and Ecological Transition,
Catalonia

Directorate General of Mobility Infrastructure
Directorate General of Transport and Mobility

Ministry of Business and Labour, Catalonia
Catalan Tourist Board
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