
 

 

 

Letter of Intent 

"Four Motors for Europe - Business Passport" 

Auvergne-Rhône-Alpes Entreprises, having its registered office based in 30, quai Perrache, 69002 Lyon, 

legally represented by Franck Colcombet, Chairman of the Board, hereinafter referred to as Auvergne-

Rhône-Alpes Entreprises. 

Agència per a la Competitivitat de l'Empresa (Catalonia Trade & Investment), having its registered 

office in Passeig de Gràcia, 129, Barcelona, legally represented by Joan Romero Circuns, Executive 

Director, hereinafter referred to as ACCIÓ. 

Agenzia italiana per l'internazionalizzazione - Promos Italia S.c.r.l., having its registered office in Via 

Meravigli 9/B, 20123 MILANO, legally represented by Marco Fedato, Head of Investment Promotion & 

Tourism, hereinafter referred to as PROMOS ITALIA S.c.r.l. 

Baden-Württemberg International, having its registered office in Lautenschlagerstraße 21/23, 70173 

Stuttgart, represented by Cornelia Frank, Director Internationalisation & Investment, hereinafter referred 

to as BW_i. 

 

Individually referred to as a "Party" or collectively as the "Parties". 

 

In view of the positive results achieved during the pilot phase of the “Four Motors for Europe – Business 

Passport” project, the Parties express their common willingness to renew their declaration of their interest 

to keep promoting and developing cooperation between them.  

Through this renewal, the Parties confirm their shared intention to pursue the existing shared objectives 

while further improving certain operational aspects of the Business Passport mechanism, in particular 

through: 

• The implementation of a common online request form to facilitate the submission of Business 

Passport requests by companies; 

• The review of requests by the relevant Single Contact Point, in order to ensure their proper 

processing and coordination with the corresponding partner regions where applicable; 

• The progressive improvement of the collection, tracking and monitoring of information related to 

company requests and services provided, with a view to further harmonising monitoring practices 

among the Parties; 

• The development of joint activities at international trade fairs, recognised by the Parties as 

valuable opportunities to strengthen economic cooperation between the Four Motors regions; 

• The annual review of the respective trade fair programmes of the Parties in order to identify events 

of common interest, particularly where companies or delegations from the regions are present. 

 



 

 

Article 1. Preamble 

1.1 On September 9, 1988, the regions of Auvergne-Rhône-Alpes (France), Baden-Wurttemberg 

(Germany), Catalonia (Spain) and Lombardy (Italy) signed a cooperation agreement constituting the 

network of the “Four Motors for Europe”. 

 

1.2 Among the various working groups that have been launched, the Economy Group aims to establish 

permanent channels of information and exchange of best practices in the field of economic 

development policies. 

 

1.3 In order to strengthen the cooperation in this area, and especially towards the Small and Medium 

Enterprises (SME), the four regions have asked the Parties in charge of economic development, 

innovation and foreign investment to develop together a pilot initiative that should provide support 

for the companies and help them easily explore business opportunities in the partner regions. 

 

1.4 As from 2020, the Parties have carried out a detailed comparison of their respective services to SMEs 

and identified a set of services that could be pooled together in the framework of the pilot project. 

 

Five main needs were identified: Explore the market; Innovate with foreign partners; Source new 

suppliers or distributors; Network; Invest. 

 

1.5 The main idea of the project was to create an exchange of services among the four agencies, thus 

allowing them to provide these first-level services for free for SMEs based in the three other partner 

regions. Most of the services can be provided directly by the Parties. Where this is not the case, 

regional counterparts have been identified (among other, local organisations members of the 

Enterprise Europe Network) 

 

1.6 The Parties agreed to carry out a two-year pilot phase, during which the partners could jointly further 

develop and test this innovative set of services for SMEs under the name “4 Motors for Europe — 

Business Passport” 

 

1.7 The subscribing Parties of this Letter of Intent are the partners of the “4 Motors for Europe Business 

Passport” project, with the strong support of their respective regional administrations. 

 

  



 

 

 

Article 2. Aims of the Letter of Intent 

The Parties declare that it is of the greatest interest for them to join efforts to further develop the Business Passport 

project, born within the framework of the “4 Motors of Europe”, also through a mutual networking 

cooperation, for the support of the international development of the SMEs. 

To this end, the Parties wish to facilitate and stimulate cooperation among the Parties within the 

framework of the strategies established by their respective regional administrations. 

Such cooperation may include, inter alia, the following actions: 

- Appointment by each Party of a representative (referred to as “Single Contact Point”) to assist 

the companies willing to use the “Business Passport”. The Single Contact Point would oversee that the 

enquiry falls into the set of services offered by the initiative and forward it to the Single Contact Point(s) of the 

targeted region(s). 

- Organisation of meetings between the Contact Points and coordination between them to facilitate a 

common reporting file in order to assess the initiative. 

- Active internal communication, to make sure that the initiative is well known by the different 

departments and regularly proposed to companies whenever it matches their request. 

- Active external communication towards the SMEs with the means and support that the Parties deem 

relevant (website, flyers, presentation during webinars, events, or meetings). A communication kit has been 

developed during the pilot phase and can be used and/or enhanced for this purpose. 

 

 

Article 3. Duration of the Letter of Intent 

3.1 This Letter of Intent shall be effective from the date of signature and shall remain in force for 3 years and 

may be renewed by mutual agreement between the Parties 

A Party may at any time withdraw from the Project and terminate its involvement in the activities set out in 

this document. Such termination shall be done in writing to all other Parties 

 

 

Article 4. Confidentiality 

4.1 The Parties of this Letter of Intent acknowledge and make sure that all the oral and written information 

exchanged relating to companies involved and relative data collection are confidential. All the Parties have to 

keep then confidential and cannot disclose them to any other third party without the other Parties' prior written 

approval, unless: (a) the information is of public use upon approval of the companies; (b) the information 

is required by law. 

  



 

 

 

 

Article 5. Final provisions 

5.1 This is merely a broad understanding between the Parties in furtherance to the common intention for 

accomplishing the objectives mentioned under Article 2. The Parties, if they wish and mutually agree, may 

seek to conclude any Memorandum of Understanding or any binding agreement ruling legal rights and 

commercial obligations of the Parties as applicable, to rule their cooperation. 

5.2 All decisions concerning this Letter of Intent will be taken by the representatives of the concerned Parties, 

taking into account the strategies established by their respective regional administrations. 

5.3 The representatives designated by the Parties are entitled to sign this Letter of Intent. 

 

Done at Barcelona, on 11th June 2026. 

 

Auvergne-Rhône-Alpes Entreprises 

Designated authorized representative: 

Franck COLCOMBET 

Head of the Board 

Signature : 

 

Agència per a la Competitivitat de l'Empresa 

Designated authorized representative: 

Joan ROMERO CIRCUNS 

Executive Director  

Signature: 

 

PROMOS ITALIA S.c.r.l. 

Designated authorized representative 

Marco FEDATO 

Head of Investment Promotion & Tourism  

Signature: 

Baden-Württemberg International 

Designated authorized representative 

Cornelia FRANK 

Director Internationalisation & Investment   

Signature:  

 

 

 


